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answer is : "If Kapila Muni could destroy Sagar's sons,
how mighty he must be! And if we please him with
our gifts he will pray to the gods for us, and through his
intercession we shall be blessed.3' Of course where the
belief prevails that he was an incarnation of Vishnu, it
is easy to see why offerings should be made to him. I
have watched people as they hurried past this block of
stone giving all they had, and felt that they were
amongst the most religious I had ever seen. Their
belief in the power of the gods to curse and bless is
unlimited ; and, after bathing in the sea and washing
away their guilt, they come with glad hearts to make
a thank-offering for the boon received.

Stories such as the following from the Ramayana
excite and sustain the faith of the people in this method
of purification from sin, and lead them to make pil-
grimages to the banks of the sacred stream. A pre-
eminently wicked Brahman, who from youth had been
associated with a harlot, was walking in a wood when a
tiger seized him, ate his flesh, and drank his blood. A
crow was flying over the Ganges with one of his bones
in its mouth when a vulture attacked him, and the bone
fell into the water. Immediately it touched the stream
the emissaries of Vishnu took possession of the soul of
the dead man, as it was being carried off to Yama.
The emissaries of the ruler of the lower regions told their
master what had happened, whereupon he rushed off to
Vishnu with the story of his wrongs. Vishnu declared
that Ganga had gone to earth for the express purpose
of taking away the sin of man; that her power was
such that even he, the Lord of all, could not estimate
it; that as far as her waves rolled he would extend his
protecting arm, so that as soon as a bone touched the
water, the soul of the man -should ascend to heaven ;